



Max XfoUand Spins the Progressive Press 


By jiimi DiEugenio 


It ISEeMvelyeasyto tmder8tmdwtor,35 
after the fact, the malnstreaza media costis^ 
Ita shan»M (Hjver^of the assueL^o^ of the 
BixUes. Hlfhat is less ea^ to explainls sqip 
ofthealI^^‘altematlve media* do ttie same.(%ih 
sider thaoase of Max Holland. We have rqx):^ 
on some of Holland’s past a^ in prevl^ 
issues (SM the Notebook section in VoL 4 No, 2 
and the article *The Beview Board's PuUio Com- 
ments^ InVoL 8 No, 2)^ But he has reai^ieared in 
the la^ few months to spin his version of vh^ 
the AE^reallj did achle^ Holland’s mission^ 
clea^ been to neutralize any aftereffect of 01- 
tverStone^ el^Thls misslonhas turhedhlmloto 
a^S^ete regarding the Kennedy as 
His agen&inciudes tiie Mission In^slMe ara^- 
ment of rehabilitating the Warren Cmnndssitn, 
ridiculinganyonewhodisbelievesMloneniitsce- 
nario^as a fringe character and attacking the 
bribers Eenne(^ as being overndied, sentimbh- 
talkedpoUticians who don’t deserve to be grien^ 
oven It ts interesting^ Hblland’supcomingbciok 
on the Warren Commission iS reportedly be^ 
released: by Random Housa Qerald Fosimr’s twin 
whitewash^ of the J?S and MLK cases were 
released by that publishing housa And we know 
Random House executive Robert Loomis 
beam a career godfather to both Posner mid iSey- 
mour Hersh. (For a full discussion of Looks’ 
a|nida concerning the sssassinatlonB, see the 
longpiece about Hersh in VoL 8 No. 1.) 

!Ehe Boston Ciobeis serving as apuMo relations 
machine for Holland’s book, fhe Globe us«l to be 

t^jhe NewForkllmes. Since then fe line oh bitii 
ttaSsnnechm andthaassassinatioimhss ncA^y 
dpDged. On December 8th, the Globe ran a puff 
l^it^abontHollsnd which serves as aprevlew for 
Sitobook. The book carries the (a|^!au^tiy) non* 
satirical title, A Seed to Know, ^e quality of 


evidence is Illustrated tbrou^ut. The b^ ex- 
anqileisavl^aette In^dedabout John (k>nndi{y’s 
powerfiil testimony in which he strongly denied 
being-hit by the same shot as Sennedy. Holland 
statra that *Gonnaliy's ego was so oversized* lhat 
hepqtddn’taoceptthsidesof beinghitbytiK same 
bu^tiiat hit EehnedyHdland saystl^ Ccimally 
v^^the Warren Coimnissloh bfi^ 
inSpiij^ *I want nry oim tniilet, and rm ^^to 
^.k* Funny, to my knowledge ^ inaiidble 
story never (drculated vMe .Connalhr was aitve 
and around to dismiss it. The fact that Holland 
accepts it at face value tells us an we n^dto taunr 


about his upcoming tract. 

7et,tiie editors of TbeSatton do not listen to that 
story with tongimin-c^ek. Over the years,tiiey have 
regularly printed Hcffiand’s columns. Of course, as 
Marty Schotz has pointed out, tiiat magardne actu- 
ally endoraed the Warren Report in rather unquali- 
fied terms in 1964. In 1992 tiiey aUowed Alexsnder 
Cockburn a platform for his politically mottvated 
rants against Stone and John Newman, (mth the 
new declassified record on Vietnam, Cockburn owes 
both men an apold^,vridrii they win not gek>Ayeu 
ago, Cobkburn -imte ah astonishing pan^yrio for 
Hersh’s conduct in tim tawdry JFK/Marilyn Mon- 
roe phoiy “biattaall* documents aff^.All this was 
bad enou^ vdmn ^eNation was runby formm Sew 
York Times editerNl^r Navasky. Itte less^ 
standal^howtiiatNavaskyhas been klckediqistairs 
by the new ownership team headed by Katrina 
Vanden HeuveL Ihnm what we can gatiier, Vanden 
Heuvel is the dau^ter of vqillamVanden Heuvel who 
worked for RFK after President Kennedy’s assassi- 
nation. Be then wrote atouchingbookabouthisyears 
with Bobby Eenn^iy entitled On Hts Own. The book 
is quite nmving in spots, e^iectally vrimn tt diseusses 
RFICs derision to stayinpolitlcs only whenheresl- 
ized what his brother’s exanq)le had signified to mil- 
lions around the world. If Vanden Heuvel senior is 
sun around, I can’t heh) but wonder how he feels 
about hte dau^ter allowing tile likes of Max Hdlland 
to desecrate his friend’s name in her publication. 

In the December 7th issue of The Nation, Holland 
wrote a wr^up piece on the BoarA M lthe (steteh- 
Uy) outlined the Board’s work, blasted ^one^bl^ted 
Arthur Sriilesln^r, blasted the Kehnedys, Masted 
Jim Garrison, ami ken reviewed four books. No sur- 
prise, aiumrding to Holland, all four books s^r Os- 
wald did it. But not even tiiat is enoughfbr Holland. 
Two of the books say tiiat Oswald may ham been the 
trigger man &raminir(»nBplraey.Sothosetwobooks 
get negative reviews. In the discussion, Hriland reo- 
ommends tiiree books of ‘lasting value* on the as- 
sassination: William Mwchester’s The Death of a 
President, Priscilla McMillan's Marina andLs^ and 
Norman Mailer’s Oswald’s Tsde. All of th(»e books 
say Oswalddid it. There was notone wiad abdut any 


about it until it was over. This indicates what his 
level of interest and knowted^ about the JFK 
case is Cooperdid not (^aRenge oBsaasertionin 
the artlcte about the qildemie of lone pt imm 
dere in DsRas that fateful weekffio& ISmne^, 
Tlppit, and Oswald. Neither Honaod’siK^fides, 
nor his riearblas were ever 8ddres8B4 k^tfaat 
Is no surprise since, a few months earilsr, Cbo- 
per andhls producer BaFbaraOsbominvltedGe^ 


In tile Posner spot, Doper did not raise an eye- 
brow or Intone one skeptical comment 
Qulte naturaUy, Cooper is a contributing editor 


is tii^ magazine’s Wpltington correspondent 


bn CIA officer Ted Sbackley a few years back 
which whitewashed the CIA’s role in tiie drug 
trade ffom hidbchlna. Corn also attained Gary 
WeMi in 1996 when Ids articles on the (lA drug 
trade in Central America created suche ruckus. 


wanted to be the ‘left version of theoonventlonal 
wisdom.* Need we add that when it comes to the 
swfUl scandals that haW rocked America since 
1963 there is no ‘left version’ or ‘right version’; 
and the ronventlonal wisdom on aR of tiiem has 
alwap been wrong. There is simply the trutit 
Sometimes the trutii turns out to be radical and 


ment That Is where the spin control doctors come 


Izes this. The Issue of widepread, endemic po- 
litical corruption— which goes beyond Just 
ca mp aig n finance reform-^and the public revul- 
sion toward Itis a potential^oceaidcfbroe. (Oim 


Perot and Jerry. Brown.) Tbst is why the power 
elite needs this phopy left-right dlohotony on 
ti l in gs like the CIA and drugs, Wate^ate, Ina/ 


IhftimtngtimpnbiteabcutiiiqxatePneweridPoe 
in tile murder ri a former prealdent te not a High 

priori^wttiiFaeiflcaBadlohostMaroCopprikeii . 

Cooper, who is now the migor host at the Paoiflca 
outiet to liM Angries (KPFE), liked Hriiud^ atiiete 
and invited himonhis sbowfbr DecemberRnd Siff^ 
pristogiy Cooper (Rd not knowtheABRBexistedUntil 
he read HoRand’s arUele. lhat means he didn’t know 


on oneslde of tiievoUtioalestahRshiiientwho are 


prq^B^ji^ allows tim former to ha'f^tioed to 




mfflst today And that common Ixmd^alkiws tiie 
'BberaF Cooper to shake hands wilkhls thru- 
raghly sstabRshmentpal Max Holland. 4^ 
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